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Church Government—It doesn't have to divide us!

Two of the larger Sabbath keeping groups, The United Church of God (UCG) and the Global
Church of God (GCG) are currently struggling with the issue of government. While some of our
readers have studied this subject and understand it well, there are still unanswered questions in
the minds of thousands. We have devoted most of this issue to “government” in the hope that indi-
viduals and organizations can better understand it and get on with the job of teaching the Bible
to others! Here we quote the majority of three recent government articles from three organiza-
tions with our own analysis—showing what the scriptures do say and what they do not say.

United Church
of Cad (UCEC)

Quotations from New Beginnings,
September 11, 1995, p 1, Denver
Conference Covers Much Ground
by David Hulme.

The United Church of God, al
International Associationcompleted
five days of meetings (Aug 27-31,
1995) regarding the issues of goveér
nance and organization. This meetin
was in preparation for the UCG gengr
al conference scheduled for thiis
December 3-5 in Cincinnati, Ohio. The
300+ UCG elders are invited to attend

<

Church of God
International (CGI)

Quotations from In Transition,
Aug 25, 1995, p 11, What is the
New Testament form of church
government? by Ronald Dart.
We found very little in Ronald
Dart’s article that we could challeng
from the scriptures. He brings up sor
excellent points. There are a few thin
we would like to add.
The CGI article begins:

The most surprising thing about church
government in the New Testament is how lit-
tle anyone had to say on the subject. Jesus
never said, “You will organize my church this

at the expense of UCG. The purpoge way.” He never told the disciples that there
are to ratify the new UCG constitutions would be clerical offices, much less offices

and bylaws, decide on a home office arranged in a vertical hierarchy. He never
location, ratify its general operating explained how they might fill any such
plan and budget, and select a ng offices. There are no instructions to vote or

Board of Directors to be effectiv
January 1, 1996.
It appears that this meeting will

not to vote.

Indeed, the disciples were given ve

Continued page 12

more of a ratification process—the
approach to governance having already
been established at the Denver meetj
ing. The UCG article begins:

Dear Brethren,

The Denver Conference achieved some
significant milestones for the United Church
of God. The board of directors confirmed its
confidence in the Indianapolis process.
What began there was the basis for our pre-
liminary statement on governance. you may
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GLOBAL CHURCH
oF Gobp (GCG)

Quotations from In Transition,
Aug 25, 1995, p 11, What is the
biblical form of church govern-
ment? by Roderick C. Meredith.
Roderick Meredith’s article takes a
eview similar to the WCG approach used
hdor many years. It begins with the idea
g¢hat there has been one form of “govern-
ment of God” used on earth since the cre-
ation of man. Scriptures or parts of scrip-
tures compatible with that view are quot-
ed, but the scriptures that unquestionably
show that the Eternal has used a diversi-
ty of governments are ignored.
The GCG atrticle begins:
The religions of this world are confused
about almost every major doctrine in the Bible.
It should be no surprise that they are also con-
fused about the biblical form of church gov-
ernment.
In my widely read booklet When Should
You Follow Church Government?, | was

ry

addressing the issue of NoT following false
leaders who may come among God’s people
from time to time and can misuse almost any
form of church government. In that booklet
(pages 33-40), | did briefly describe the right
approach to church government. Now, in this
article, | wish to discuss more fully what kind of
church government the Bible clearly
describes—and how it should function.

In today’s society, most people immediate-
ly think of a democratic government in most of

Continued page 18



Joseph Tkach, Jr. Assumes Father’s Office

WCG Press Release: service for Joseph W. Tkach and | wantegkcess of two thousand people. | was glad

On Saturday, September 23, 1995 put down some of my thoughts whiléo see many old friends including David
Joseph W. Tkach, Pastor General diey were fresh in my mind. Hulme, Raymond McNair, Stan Rader
the Worldwide Church of God, died in The coffin arrived while the bagpipesind many others. | am sure Mr. Tkach
Pasadena, California, Headquarters pfayed Amazing Grace. The cay is ovewould like nothing more than to find
the Worldwide Church of God., In Maycast and temperature 70 degrees. Tben he is resurrected that we all decided
of this year, Mr. Tkach underwent galtoffin appeared to be rosewood do put our differences behind us and serve
bladder surgery at which time it waghahogany and was very beautiful. It wakesus Christ together with love, tolerance
discovered that he had cancer. covered by an American flag made aind understanding.

After a four-month fight with his ill- flowers. There were also several flower The Tkach family has asked that,
ness, Mr. Tkach died quietly atreathsincluding one from the ministermistead of flowers, donations be sent to the
Huntington Memorial Hospital at 2:20and members of the United Church dfmbassador University Joseph W. Tkach
p.m. (PST). [He had gone into a com@od. If you see the video you can seedhair in theology.
on Friday. —SN Editor] directly behind the podium. Chronology of Joe Tkach, Jr.

Joseph Tkach succeeded the late The choir sang Amazing Grace an@lo51, Dec. 25: born in Chicago, IL.
Herbert W. Armstrong in January 198éhen Mike Feazell gave the opening966: moved to Pasadena and entered
as Pastor General of the Worldwidprayer. We then sang “Glorious Things Imperial Schools as a sophomore.
Church of God. On September 5 Mof Thee are Spoken.” Dr. Hoes then gav®69: graduated from Imperial Schools
Tkach appointed Joseph W. Tkach, Jr. e eulogy. The choir sand another hymn and enrolled in Ambassador College.
Deputy Pastor General in the event of Higllowed by a spiritual lesson again from973, June: graduated from Ambassador
death. This was done in presence afd. Hoeh. [Dr. Hoeh concluded his les- College and married Jill Hockwald.
before witnesses of the Advisorpon by asking everyone to get behintb73, June-Oct.: ministerial trainee in Fort
Counsel of Elders and confirmed wittMr. Tkach, Jr. to do the work, and then Wayne and Elkhart, IN.
the laying on of hands. gave him a big bear-hug. —another ey@973, Oct. - 1974, June: ministerial trainee

Funeral Services for Mr. Tkach willwitness] Then we sang “God Bless in Detroit, MI.
be held at Mountain View Cemetery il\merica” and Greg Albrecht gave tha974, June - 1975, Feb: Ministerial trainee in
Altadena on Tuesday, September 26, iaternment prayer. Finally a Naval repre- Santa Barbara & San Luis Obispo, CA.
10:00 a.m. (PST). sentative presented the flag to Mrd975, Feb. - 1976, fall: ministerial trainee
Public E-mail from Monttana: Tkach. ~in Phoenix, AZ.

| have just returned from the funeral The attendance appeared to be 1976, Pentecost: “ordained” a local elder.

S

ministerial trainees in a budget cut.

1978, May: divorced from first wife, Jill.
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Worldwide Newstates “he held posi-

1978, July: ceased assisting minister in
Phoenix, AZ.
Specific years of employment are not
available, but the Nov 5, 1990

Servants Newis published monthly bifriends of the BrethrerBubscriptions are fre
to individuals interested in obeying their Creator as described in the Bible. We beli
law is the basis for living a life that is pleasing to Him in harmony with our neighbo

believe the holy spirit gives us the power to live such a life as long as we continuall

in living “by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Deut 8:3).
We believe the gospel should be given freely: you may copy any or all of th

no ties with any of the other organizations listed in this publication.

Editor: Norman S. Edwards
Associate Editors: Norman Brumm Il Marleen Edwards, Robert & Christine Fe
Contributors: (many) “Thanks” to everyone involved.

Servants’ News accepts articles for publication. Include a self-address s
envelope for items that you want returned. We do not publish materials that
individuals or organizations, nor do we publish materials that claim there is or
human organization through which the Eternal works. We are happy to print
tions for any significant errors. Address articles and letters to:

Friends of the Brethren Phone:501-872-1003
PO Box 6516 Fax: 501-872-1004

e tions as a child-care worker..., a state
eve Higovernment social service worker...
's. Weand as a community social worker.”
repepfe later worked as a customer service

of our sins and accept the salvation provided through our Messiah and Savior. Wg beliesigpervisor for Intel Corp.

1980, June: married Tamara Hall.
S 1YB4: received an MBA degree from

lication and give it to others. Friends of the Brethren is financed by donations and hagestern International University

1986, Jan father becomes Pastor General

1986, Aug.: named Assistant Director of
ith  Church Administration.

1987, April: “ordained” a pastor.
arhped, Sept.: “ordained” an evangelist
atteok, Sept.: made deputy Pastor General
ly 1985, Sept.: became Pastor General
Lorred=or a man that has never been a full-
time pastor of a local congregation, Joe
Tkach, Jr. has a great responsibility as a
leader of thousands. May he stay humble

Springdale, AR 72766-6516
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations...
teaching them to observe all things that I have com-
manded you; and lo, I am with you always”—Matt 28:19-20

“But when they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For
assuredly, 1 say to you, you will not have gone through the
cities of Israel before the Son of man comes.” —Matt 10:23

e

“..At that time a great persecution arose against the chutistough us and to bless our efforts. Anyone planning to teach must
which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughoubtheeady to teach. Does that mean that you could answer every
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.... Therefprestion? No! Being ready to teach means that you have some
those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the Gospelind Bible knowledge, the desire to share it with others, the abil-

(Acts 8:1,4). ity to present it in an organized way @hd humility to be honest
Have you ever felt like the people of the Eternal are being saghen you do not know or are not sure about somethingf. you
tered? Does it seem ti realize that you are not yet

interested in “stabilizing (If you feel that only
the money flow than i . . “ordained” people can teach,
teaching new people? He please write for our free arti-
you felt that you have n In !our elt tor onl cle How Does the Eternal
been able to use the pou Govern Through Humans?)
of the holy spirit in you? If you do decide to place

When the first centur s 4 o o pnr yoar an advertisement in a paper,
brethren had to fle [ a phone book or on a com-
Jerusalem, it seemed like munity bulletin board, what
big disaster. But when th ° should it say? Many
traveled everywhere preaching the Gospel, they were carrying 8etvants’ Newseaders attend services sponsored by organizations
a mission in a way that, perhaps, could not be done otherwise.with which they are not in complete agreement. Should you adver-

Years ago, radio and television had much more respdise that organization? Probably not. The yellow pages and news-
Networks made a greater effort to convey the truth. Most peopbger religion pages are full of ads for organizations that have
had some confidence in news and advertising. Now, after years\arything all worked out for you: services, Bible study, youth
scandals and broken promises, most people are suspicious of actyities, fellowship meals, baby-sitting, doctrine, etc. Its all avail-
thing they see in the mass media. This suspicion extends to a#lie at a certain time every week—all anyone needs to do is to sim-
gion. Big-name televangelists have been caught committing fie show up, watch and listen.There is nothing wrong with these
very sins that they powerfully preached against. They showeeativities, but the emphasis on any ad you place should be on study-
themselves with luxuries rather than help teach and feed the piogrand seeking truth.

Many people with a variety of religious backgrounds are “Study the Bible with Other Families in Homes”is a possible
“turned off” by organized religion. They want to learn what thene-line advertisement. The emphasis should be on learning truth
Bible has to say about our lives and they want to worship theidependently of organizational dogma. Most other churches tout the
Creator, but they do not want to become a part of a social club édities available and the timing and type of programs available. If
human hierarchy. you would like a longer ad, consider including a short scripture. This

These are often the people that our Father can call and wapkroach will make a clear distinction between your ad and the many
with. Today, most are not looking to religious empires where thters that talk almost exclusively about their own organization.
credibility of the leaders is difficult or impossible to verify. They What name and phone number should be used in the advertise-
may simply look to their own Bibles and to themselves, or to a locaént? That depends greatly on your situation. If you attend with an
group which they can put to the test. Where would you look if yowganization where a new person’s differences will not be con-
were looking for a local group? Several sources come to mind: demned, where they can ask questions, where they can learn and

some leaders of the larg < > ready, now is the time to
organizations are mo Proach tho Eospol begin studying to be ready!

1) The religion pages of a local newspaper grow, then use the name of the organization. You should obtain per-
2) The yellow pages under “churches” mission from a representative of that organization first. It is amaz-
3) Community bulletin boards at public libraries, etc. ing how some congregations of the big organizations are changing
4) Radio talk shows where the general public can call their format of services to really help people grow.

5) Recommendation from friends Servants’ Newhas heard from hundreds of people who attend

When the Messiah and his apostles were teaching on earth, thily organizations because they want to fellowship with God's
did not raise their voices in the streets (Matt 12:19) and try to gebple, but they realize a new person could not learn in a congre-
followers, but they spoke in the temple, in synagogues and in otetion that primarily views videos intended for 20-year WCG vet-
public meeting places (John 5:1-9, 18:20, Acts 17:17, 19:9). Todagns. Your ad should probably contain your own name or a simple
we do not have those public meeting places, but we have the fjgegraphical name such as “Springdale Bible Fellowship” or
points listed above. Should not those who are spiritually matti@pringdale Bible Study.” If you utilize the “free” one-line listing
make ourselves available in these areas? in the yellow pages, you may want to use the name “Family In-

The first step is prayer and fasting—asking our Father to wdrame Bible Studies” as that conveys your purpose without the need
Sept-Oct 199 =2nnnsn—-—-——-rt7-—-n1»-— —,—»—---——————————————————— Paged



Continued from previous page dentail. They do not copy large adds frowf years you have spent studying the Bible,
for additional advertising. While the Biblethe telephone company book, but they wiflour access to Bible study materials and
certainly refers to local congregations as tisell you a small display ad for about $100 fmublications, and Matt 28:19-20.

“Church in Ephesus” or with other citiy$300—even if your line is residential. Invite the caller to come to one meeting.
names, today’s practice of calling organiza- You will have to choose the category dBe flexible. If you normally meet in your
tions “churches” has confused many peopf@ur ad. Churches—Bible, Churches-home, you may have to alter the messages
into thinking that their own organization idndependent, Churches—Non-denominand format. (Do not burden a visitor with
the “Body of Christ.” We feel it is better notional or Churches—Sabbatarian are alCG stories.) If you normally attend with
to call a group a “church.” possibilities. A listing under Sabbatarianther organizations, you may quickly have to
For legal purposes, however, your groupill appeal to people that have alreadglan a home meeting. The visitors will be
should be considered a church. THearned this truth, but may be a “stumblinmore comfortable if you invite other
Constitution of the USA has largely preblock” to those that do not. Sabbath-keepers with similar interests or
vented the Federal and state governments The cost of advertisements in yellowvith children of similar ages as your visitor’s.
from passing laws requiring churches fpages or newspapers vary greatly deperi@il your guests how you will dress. If they
register, incorporate, or pay any kind dfg on the size of the city in which you livecannot meet on the Sabbath, plan it for anoth-
license fee. The IRS actually allows deduén ad in the New York Times will coster day. It takes some effort to bear some fruit.
tions of donations to arghurch (even unin- many hundreds. You would be paying for & Sunday Bible study is not a sin, but do not
corporated ones), though they may latservice you do not need since many of tipeetend it is your normal day of worship.
challenge the legitimacy of a church theseaders of the paper would be too far away Depending on the number of people you
have not offically recognized. If a groupo fellowship regularly. Instead, look for @ave, your study can be held informally in a
grows large, then there may be some morpgaper oriented to a suburb or section tiing room or around a table, or the speak-
tary advantages to incorporation and/éown near you. er can stand. Allow questions and com-
obtaining “tax-exempt” status. However, You can place your newspaper ad fonents from others. Have a definite plan. If
the essential tasks of worship and Bibjast one time or for every week. One-timthere is a certain area of scripture in which
study can be accomplished without any foads are available for as litle as $10 iny@ur guest has an interest, study it. If not,
mal organization. The important thing is temaller paper. An ad that appears evesjudy a portion of scripture or doctrine
do the work, not to create an organizationweek of the year may cost $150 to $1000which someone can explain well. If neces-
What phone number should the ad con- Ads on community bulletin boards (irsary, you can use a piece of literature that
tain? If cost is a big factor, use an existingublic libraries, etc.) are nearly free, but theovers an important Bible topic. But don't
home telephone number. The telephomnesponse is smaller. Someone with a cofst read the literature, stop and read the
should be in the house of someone thatgeter can probably help you make a niceeriptures.Let everyone participate in
home most of the time and also has dwoking ad. It should be small and to-thscripture readings. Always keep a concor-
answering machine. This does not have point. People do not tend to read long bulance handy. If questions arise and your
be the same person that will do most of thetin board items and owners more oftestudy takes an unexpected direction, that is
teaching, but they need to be able to answemove items that take up too much spadme, as long as it is beneficial.
basic questions and take competent méfyou can obtain some tear-apart business- If the visitors appreciate and learn from
sages. There is no doubt that some peopsd stock for your friend’s computer, yoa few such studies, you can later study what
will be “scared off” by this “lack of profes-can use a label-printing program to inexpethe Bible says about worship services (see
sionalism”but we must remember that it sively produce some nice business cardsir article,Assembling on the SabbatiAt
is our Father who does the calling. People are more likely to respond if they caome point, it should be clear that either the
If you can afford to get a second phorteke something away with them. Eternal is working with them and they will
line, then the phone can be answered with Teaching others via talk radio is a sulibe ready to attend regular Sabbath services,
your group name, in the business-like maject that we will leave for another articleor they will probably go their own way.
ner that most people expect. A second reblew, however, is the time to think about There is much more to be said about
dential phone line will cost between $10placing ads in yellow pages. Many of therieaching those who are being called. We
and $200 per year plus about $100 for tirave ad deadlines in October so they canwi have future articles on the subject. Even
initial hookup and a phone with an answeprinted in November and distributed iff one new family per year begins to keep
ing machine. A business line will cost aboiecember. Newspaper and bulletin-boattle Sabbath because of your efforts, you are
$100 per year more, but it usually comexls can be placed any time. bearing as much fruit as organizations of
with a a free entry in your telephone com- What do you do when someone calldiousands that spend millions on television,
pany’s yellow-pages. Local telephone conf-ind out their background and interests. It mit only add hundreds of new people per
panies often will not let you list in their yel-almost impossible to teach anyone unlegsar from their efforts.
low pages unless you have a business lingou know and understand their background Preaching the gospel this way will
Independent companies also produ¢&Cor 9:19-23). Some callers may hawequire commitment and sacrifice, but that
yellow pages. If they have distributed attratheir own political, social or religious causis what we are called to do. By spending
tive, useful yellow pages to your door, cores they are trying to push—you may not ligne on your knees, time with some people
sider advertising in them. The independeable to study together. and $400 for a telephone line, answering
companies will automatically include all of You should emphasize your belief machine and some ads, you can make a big
the one-line business listings from the teléhat individuals need to do what the difference in some people’s lives. That is
phone company and some of them will givBcriptures say.If they ask for your qualifi- also what we are called to do.
you a free one-liner if your phone is reseations, mention the holy spirit, the number —Norman S. Edwards
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United Church of God—An Alabama Non-Profit Corporation

Formal Statement Regarding
Fellowship and Affiliation

September 16, 1995

The United Church of God—make this distinction. Association whichSERVES locally
Birmingham is an Alabama Non- Services began in March, 1995 aratdministrated congregations but does
Profit Corporation. The United have continued to be conducted evenpt governthem. This was thepirit
Church of Godis the legal corporateSabbath since then. In May of 1996f what was ratified in May, 1995 by
name for the Birmingham, Alabamahe United Church of God— the general conference of elders in
corporation which supports thd&irmingham agreed to becomefili- Indianapolis, Indiana. The concept of
Birmingham ministry which servesatedwith the United Church of God,a service association was ratified in
the local congregation. An International Associatiorduring May by the elders in a spirit of humil-

It is a religious organization whichthe transition period from May, 1995ty and service. It is the feeling of the
was established in February, 1995 atal December, 19950ur support of ministry supported by the United
now serves apiritual ministry. That this affiliation is a matter of publicChurch of God in Birmingham that
ministry serves a spiritual Church ofecord. the concept of aervice associatiors
God, which is called the Body of It is important to note that thehe only kind of religious organiza-
Christ (ICor. 12:12,20).This Body is United Church of God— tion with which it will remain
composed of members who havBirmingham is a separate corporateffiliated. If we had planned tr
repented and been baptized armahtity established tgervea spiritual come under the governanr
received God’s Holy Spirit andministry. It is not now under the govef a hierarchical type of This
includes those who are in transitioarnance of any other corporate entitseligious organization
regarding their ultimate affiliationnor does it plan to be so governed ime would have sim- document
with an organized Body of believerghe future. ply associated was produced
Fellowship and involvement with this The ultimate form of The UnitedContinued by the United
ministry is and always has begol- Church of God,An International ¢19'11Page Church of God—
untary. Donations have not beerAssociationwill be determined in Birmingham in reaction
solicited. Everyone has the freedom @ecember at the general conference .
contribute locally, to Home Office orelders. to efforts by the Arcadia
other organizations or not to con- It is our desire at this time to -~ UCG headquarters to control the
tribute at all. This responsibility isremain affiliated with the Unitec activities of the Birmingham congre-

Every effort has been made to digssociationafter the Decembe” pastor, was one of the founders and origi-
close the financial and administrativeonference. But the ministr )
affairs of the United Church of Godsupported by theUnited ~ nalmembers of the board of the United Church
Birmingham,and to also distinguish Church of God— ~ ©f God, an International Association (Arcadia
the physical corporation from the Birmingham sup- ~ headquarters). Servants’ News has received other
spiritual Church. This distinctionports the concep* stories of local congregations desiring to support the lit-
bet""e.enl the physical and the.Sp';'t“ar an '”tler‘ erature and media operations of a central organization but
was vital in our recent separation fromation a preferring the organization not govern the local congegation’s

another religious organization which , , . , \
had for ma%y’ mang years failed to affairs. As space permits, we will publish some of these stories.
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Letter fromAlan Ruth to the
United Church of God Board with
Response frondim Franks

Dear UCG Board Member: The UCG has stated that it sees oth€hurch of God?” (Ibid.)

My name is Alan Ruth and | am a forChurch of God groups as brethren in dif- “In this age of rapid technological
mer member of the Worldwide Church dierent branches (of the church of God¢hange, corporate and business decentral-
God. Since leaving the WCG in 1986, UCG has also stated that there is agréeation—and of empowerment—the
have had the opportunity to fellowshipnent on many doctrinal issues with son@hurch simply MUST understand the
with and read literature from many WC@®f these groups, but disagreement in areagortance of ashared ministry with
split-off groups. | have researched thguch as hierarchical form of church gowwnership at a local level” (letter to the
organization and doctrines of more thagrnment. (statements made at UCG caministry of the Church of God, written
fifty WCG splits and have compiled myference in Indianapolis, Indiana, May lgarly 1995 by Ray Wooten).
findings in a paper, which | hope will hel1995). These are some of the positive state-
to promote understanding among brethren “Local church autonomy can work, ifments made by the United leadership in
in the various splits. Since the founding afonverted individuals have the right spiritecent months. When | wrote to UCG’s
the United Church of God (UCG), withand attitude and set their minds to agre@labama address for some literature last
headquarters first in Birmingham(posting on America Online by UCGApril, | was pleasantly surprised to receive
Alabama, and then in Arcadia, Californie3/17/95). an enlarged copy of Herbert Armstrong’s
I have read whatever literature the leader- “What makes UCG different fromexcellent 1939 Good News article on
ship has put out regarding its structure a@lobal, Philadelphia, International, etc.@hurch government! It was this type of
beliefs, and | have fellowshipped wittGovernmental structure is the primary difesponse that led me to establish contact
local United congregations. | have alsierence” (Ibid.). with a local United church and attend ser-
read comments about UCG that others “Basically, the two choices for governvices.
have made on the America Online conmental structure can be characterized as Since that time, my positive regard for
puter bulletin board system, and | have ligacal autonomy (freedom) versus centrllCG has been tempered by what | have
tened to both inside and outside sourcesntrol (control). The central hierarchicgbersonally experienced in United over the
talk about conditions in the church. It istructure has failed the modern era of tipast few months and by other indications
my knowledge of current trends in UCGghurch of God” (UCG paper on discussiatihat UCG ministers are beginning to use a
based on both personal experience aofdlocal church autonomy vs. central corireavy-handed approach toward members
information from others, that has led me tool, 4/7/95). in their congregations. My concern is the
write this letter. “I believe that God’'s people haveerpetuation by the UCG ministry and its

The purpose of this letter is to expreggoven that they have good attitudes atwtal churches of the “top down” hierar-
my concern about the direction UCG il obey. By forcing individuals to makechical set of rules of church government
taking in regard to the issues of churaffecisions (to exercise and develop goedhich many of us with WCG back-
government and the nature of thpdgment) it forces on each of us a mudrounds experienced and which many
Godhead. These are critical issues whibigher standard of involvement and@lVCG splits still maintain. There are min-
need to be resolved as soon as possiblaesponsibility. A central hierarchical strucisters in UCG who are “ruling” their con-

When the United Church of Godure will defeat this. It will be pray and paygregations, consolidating their power and
began to organize a few months ago, | wasd take orders all over again, versus‘authority” in the local church, and mak-
impressed by the statements of the leadshared ministry with member ownershiping pronouncements supporting the same
ship regarding the proposed structure ahd involvement at a local level. To hea@lommand and control structure that they
the church and the relationship between ttee COG, in its present state, will take goracticed in the Worldwide Church of
ministers and members. Below are sonopen, honest, warm and loving approacBod.
of the statements that impressed me thet more central controls” (lbid.). In the brief period since UCG began to
most (emphasis mine throughout): “The central hierarchical structure haform in the spring of 1995, | have received

“There will be checks and balancelBeen an instrument abusetoward both the following information:
implemented (in UCG) so that the powehe field ministry and the members: Brian Orchard, responding for Mr.
and wealth of the church of God will noCentral bureaucracies do not innovateHulme in a letter dated 7/18/95, stated,
ever again be used against the membetisty destroy people and their lives” “The United Church is committed to the
(posting on America Online by UCG(lbid.). traditions and heritage of the Church of
3/17/1995). “If, after reading this [the local auton- God under Herbert W. Armstrong’s

“There are Christians in WCG,omy vs. central control paper], the seniorleadership. . . .Christ is still Head of the
Global, Philadelphia, Church of Godninisters of the COG still believe in cen- Church and there must be unity and
International and Church of God (Sevential control, then for the sake of the mem-peace in local congregations and to this
Day) to name a few” (Ibid.). bers, why not just go with the Global end there must be structure and organi-
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zation from the top down.” was permitted to be handed out before ey have a minister “in charge.”

* An inside source has confirmed to me after services. In fact, this minister said Many statements that have been pub-
that UCG will eventually phase in the that no one in the congregation is lished by the UCG leadership indicate that
same type of hierarchical “top down” allowed to send literature or informa- United’s aim is toward more use of the
church government rules that the WCGtion from other churches of God to members’ gifts of service in the local
has always practiced. These changegnyone else in the group at any time churches and more participation by mem-
will come in slowly over the next year or during the week! He did not like the bers in spreading the gospel, leading to a
two as UCG organizes more congregadidea of Herbert Armstrong’s 1939 articléruly cooperative and complementary effort
tions and begins to consolidate power.on church government being given ottty members and ministers alike in preach-
This means that local church autonomyand stated that “ideas” or beliefs froring the gospel to the world. What can the
will be watered down, with members other organizations were not healthy fdgnited leadership and the local churches do
having less and less input in local churchlocal UCG churches. He firmly statedo promote a firm foundation on which to
operations. The UCG ministers andthat he will be a “block wall” (his term)grow? What action can be taken to
leaders will dictate what happens in theagainst non-United literature (and othestrengthen the position UCG took early this
local churches. The “open door” policy issues yet to be named). year in regard to church government and to
of allowing visitors from other WCG* This same UCG minister said that locaksolve other doctrinal issues? United can :
splits to attend UCG services will be autonomy has to do primarily with 1) Call on those ministers who are
curtailed. There will be other changesmoney and “other things” but impliedmistreating the brethren tepent of their
which will mimic the policies, doctrines that it has nothing to do with how th&VCG attitudes, to admit that their way of

and practices of the WCG. local church is run, what literaturdreating the brethren is not right and that
* UCG is seriously considering adopting a should be allowed in the church, or othd¢iney are misusing the responsibility God
new form of the Trinity doctrine for its important decisions. has given them to lovingly nurture His

official explanation of the Godhead* Some UCG ministers have reportedlghurch. Ministers who still want to “lord it
This view, which Herman Hoeh in the stated that local boards should be madeer” their brethren need to humble them-
WCG promotes, is actually a combina- up of ordained brethren only, that the sotelves before God, asking Him to help
tion of Trinitarianism, Unitarianism, and purpose of the local boards is to managem serve in a spirit of mercy and love
Modalism. According to this view, God finances, and that these local boartisward everyone in the church. Those
is a single divine Being who manifests should have no input relative to spirituaho bear the responsibility of leadership
Himself in three permanent modes ormatters in the local churches. The attitusteeed to be encouraged to do some soul
hypostases (e.g. Father, Son, Holythatis expressed in these statements leadarching and self-examination in order to
Spirit). In other words, if we could see to a valid concern that some UCG miniserve God's people (not theirs) in humili-
God’s heavenly throne today, we would ters may intend to retain power by settirty and the love of God.
seeonly oneBeing on the throne. This up “dummy” local boards or by disband- 2) Hold open discussions on the nature
teaching denies the Scriptural truth thating boards and replacing them witlof the Godhead and other important doc-
there are two distinct, personal Beings inmembers who share the ministerial poifiines, allowing all ministerand mem-
the Godhead (God the Father and Jesusf view on running the local church.  bersin UCG to participate. Be willing to
Christ) and misleads us into worship- The above statements, made by somessfamine the research and study papers of
ping one Being who has differentnited's own ministers, are disturbing evthose in other churches of God who have
aspects or manifestations. dence of serious problems which, if allowedbored over these issues. The United

* A UCG minister expressed to me thab continue, will eventually affect the entiréeadership should not follow a “closed
although the leadership in United left thBlCG membership. Because UCG has mdbor” policy but should be open and
WCG, they have not really changedstablished any definitive policy in regard taboveboard in its doctrinal decisions.
their views (in reference to the wayghurch hierarchy and local church autono- 3) Adopt a firm positioragainsthier-
UCG will be run). He said the only dif-my, former WCG ministers are “taking conarchical, “top down” rules of church gov-
ference between UCG and the WCG iml” and ruling the local churches<actly ernment both at headquarters amdhe
the name. He also stated that he believaess they did in Worldwide. Why haven't local churches. Make it clear that the
in “top-down” church government andhe UCG brethren objected to this behaviot’-CG leadership does not condone the
that truth primarily comes through thélost members are either unaware or uncdreavy-handed rulership, coercion, and
ministry to the brethren. He implied thaterned about what the minister does or hather ungodly ways in which many
if people do not like the way UCG is ruthe church operates. Many members dreethren were treated in the WCG.
(e.g. hierarchically, like the WCG), theyshell shocked” from coming out of the 4) Requireall ministers to support
should go somewhere else. WCG. They are glad to be out of the WC®&JCG'’s stated position that it isot the

* The same UCG minister who made thisut do not yet have the spiritual backbone‘tone true church” or the only church of
above statements also said that Unitedsiand up against the tyranny of oppressi@od that God is actively working with.
not a place for “different ideas” (in refer<church government. Many brethren still feéhsist that all UCG ministers acknowledge
ence to the beliefs of other WCG split-othat they are rebelling against God if thetphat there are truly converted brethren in
groups such as CGl, GCG, PCG, etcdisagree with a local minister or challengather WCG split-off groups, and ensure
He said that all literature given to those inis doctrinal views. There are also brethréhat the United membership is allowed to
his congregation must be approved lwho still feel comfortable with a hierarchyake advantage of the excellent research
him and thato non-United literature (noin the church and are not concerned abauid Biblically sound materials that other
matter how Biblically sound it may be)what the local leader says or does, as longcasirches of God produce.
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“Alan Ruth”, from previous page can take to build a foundation for truduilding up the brethren? The brethren in
5) Encourage all UCG members tepiritual growth and to aid in the healinyCG will have difficulty growing spiritu-
actively participate in doctrinal discusef the brethren. Taking this action wouldlly unless their leaders truly workith
sions and decisions. The brethren provide an excellent springboard fathem as God's heritage, noter them as
United need to be included in these dipreaching the gospel to the world. Hdumb sheep”, denying them any opportu-
cussions in order for them to know thatinited does not implement this actiomity to exercise discernment in spiritual
what is being promoted is Biblically corand if the unbiblical philosophies of hiermatters of the church.
rect. The book of Acts shows that tharchical government, the Trinity, and We as Christians are commanded not
brethren in the Jerusalem church weather such doctrines are brought into the copy the hierarchical government rules
active participants in the “conference” ichurch, then UCG will have ever increa®f the gentiles (Mark 10:42-45, Luke
New Testament times (Acts 15:2, 4, 22ng problems, just as the WCG is exper22:23-27), which began in Babylon and
23), and UCG should follow thisencing. The unbiblical doctrines and hiewhich will end with Satan’s personal dic-
Scriptural example. Members who are natchical government rules of the WCG@atorship/hierarchy on the earth (Rev. 13).
ordained and yet are wise and Spirit leshould not be brought into the Unite&nowing that this world’s system of gov-
should also serve on the UCG board. Thiturches. No good can result from doctrernment will be destroyed by Jesus
would provide a check and balanceal positions that lead to ministerial abuséimself at His second coming, we should
because some board members would métthe brethren and the suppression pfirge ourselves from the influences of
be employed by or receive money fror@od's Spirit working inall his people. corporate America and the rulership
United, yet would promote the spiritualhese policies have long been practicgthilosophies of the churches of this world
growth of the brethren by adding a broadh other churches of God, and their histde.qg., the Catholic church) and stop allow-
er point of view to the board. ry bears testimony to the consequencesing them to be practiced in the churches of
6) Encourage members in the loc#heir errors. God. The oppressive manner in which
churches to take an active part in their If the United leadership follows inBabylon and her daughters (Rev. 17) rule
local church operations. Instead of minisheir footsteps, UCG will suffer the loss ofheir followers is not to be imitated by the
ters making unilateral decisions, as thewany brethren who do not agree witfollowers of Jesus Christ.
did in Worldwide, local members shouldhese doctrines and who will flee from the 1 am fully persuaded that the days have
be included in the major decisions whichierarchical rules set up, just as they haeaded when God will wink at our igno-
concern the local church, including disfeleft Global, Philadelphia, CGI (with itsrance of His form of church government
lowshipment, the allocation of moniedesser form of hierarchy) and a host @hd our unwillingness to encourage ALL
and the discharge of ministers for preachther WCG splits that have adopted thesgembers of the Body of Christ to fully
ing heresy or for abusing their responsibipolicies. United could have memberparticipate in the spiritual service of the
ity as shepherds of God's people. Theplitting off much sooner and in greatecthurch. The lessons of Worldwide are
first-century New Testament church practumbers than did these other churdiefore our eyes. | am convinced that there
ticed this form of local self-governmentgroups. The political maneuvering andill never be another large church organi-
operating in a manner whereby apower struggles which have been a majpation with tens of thousands of brethren
brethren were involved in the maintainingyroblem in the hierarchically run WCGand millions of dollars which promotes
administering and building up of theiand in some splits will also become a bigjerarchical rules in the Body of Christ, as
local fellowship. The New Testamenproblem in United. More and more UCGNorldwide did.
firmly supports the administration of theninisters will map out their territories and It is my hope and prayer that the
church at the local level by the membel®egin to wield authority in the same dictachurches of God will learn from the mis-
themselves (the local church autonontgrial way that WCG leaders have done takes of the WCG and that brethren in all
concept). This concept was initially supthe past. The spiritual growth of the menthe churches of God will become a more
ported by UCG and needs to be activebership will be stifled, and the number gfowerful part of God's work. Nothing
implemented. members will begin to plateau. would please me more than to see the
7) Utilize the God-given wisdom, Brethren who submit to the hierarchitnited Church of God, as well as brethren
understanding and gifts of the UCG mengal “overlordship” will be expected to fol-in other WCG splits, prosper and grow
bership by encouraging them to activelpw the minister’'s point of view on doc-spiritually and be fully equipped to shout
serve in the local churchdsachmember trine rather than personally studying arfdrth a message of warning and hope to
should be given the opportunity to use higoving each doctrine for themselveshis world. The churches of God must
or her God-given gifts of service to buildrollowing a “pray, pay, stay and obeyfearn to recognize the spiritual gifts af
up the church and to help spread tipmlicy will lead to Christians who are spirthe members and encourage them to uti-
gospel to the world. The work of God igual hothouse flowers, unable to proviize their gifts to serve each other and to
large, and we Christians are too few @ound doctrine, and who become ripe faritness to the world. The churches of God
this earth to neglect any of the gifts Godeception. How can brethren help spreadnnot effectively fulfill their commission
has given us for edifying our brethren arttie gospel to the world if they themselvds the world if they neglect to use the
witnessing to the world. It is imperativeare not grounded in the Word of Godfesources that God has furnished to every
for every member of the Body of Christ—How can local autonomy exist if leadersyember of the Body of Christ.
the true spiritual organism known as thact more like kings than servants? Can any As a board member of the United
Church of God—to fully participate inpart of God's true church prosper an@hurch of God, you have a personal
God's work. grow spiritually if its primary focus is onresponsibility to set the course for the
These are positive steps that Unitdalilding an organization rather than oantire membership. | urge you to act with-
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out delay to resolve the issues of churdnganization that did not exist up until that enforced from the “top-down!” -SN
government and other major issues thidhe. Since our conference in Indian- Editor] We have a statement of doctrine
are discussed in this letter. | have enclosedolis, the United Church of God in before the Board which will be present-
a copy of my research paper on the WCBrmingham has chosen to be a part of oued to the General Conference in
splits entitledThe Worldwide Church ofassociation. The only headquarters (orDecember which clearly denies any of
God Splits: Their Triumphs and Trouhleshome office) that has existed for the cur-the trinitarian ideas. [It is comforting to
to remind you of the common faith that weent organization has been Arcadia,see this. -SN Editof

in the churches of God share and the ar&zalifornia. There was never a time whenYou expressed several ideas that came
of weakness that we need to work on witlve looked upon Birmingham as our head-from UCG ministers. | am not sure who
in our individual fellowship groups. | haveguarters. So the quotes which you list inthese ministers are, but they don’t seem
also enclosed two excellent researglour letter prior to the Indianapolis to reflect the views of the majority in
papers on the Godhead by Carl Frankl@onference could only represent the idea®JCG. But, of course, the fact that we do
entitled Defining the Oneness of Gadd of the group there in Birmingham. That is allow people to express themselves
The Two Jehovahs of the Psaliibese not to say we are in disagreement withwould give these men a right to have
works will help clarify the Scriptural truththose ideas, but simply to say that they areertain opinions. Our form of govern-
about the nature of the Godhead. Pleasat the official statements of the UC&  ment is spiritual consensus. There is ho
write me, either by mail or by E-mail, ifinternational Associatior.This approach effort to stop any form of literature from
you wish to discuss my research paper aiows Jim Franks to avoid answering thebeing read by our members. There are
this letter. | look forward to your responseaough questions-SN Editot some Church areas where the boards are
May God bless you in your service to His Let me address each of the issues thahade up of ordained individuals, but
people, and may God’s mercy, love angbu listed as areas of concern in an efforthere are other areas where they are not.
grace be poured out upon all His peopl help you understand the approach in th&here is no official model from the

so that we may fully participate in th&JCG: UCG. Each area is given the responsi-

work before us. * You referred to a quote in a letter from bility of working out local issues locally.
In Christian service, Brian Orchard. Brian evidently made aIn some areas, we may need to look at
Alan Ruth, July 31, 1995 reference to government from the topthe most efficient method of handling

PO Box 4373,Troy, Ml 48099 USA  down. Our view is that government mustthings. Whatever we decide will need to
E-mail: ARUTH88521@A0OL.COM  begin with Jesus Christ as the head obe presented before the General
the Church. This is indeed from the top Conference of Elders in December for
ReS onse from down_. This QOesn’t mean that we acceptheir consideration. _
p the hierarchical structure that we all left There are many other things brought
° in the WCG. Mr. Hulme has explained itip in your letter. | believe that you made
J 1m Franks as a flattening of the pyramid undesome excellent suggestions toward the end
Christ. of your letter. Primarily, your concerns
September 4, 1985 « You referred to an inside source who hasem to center around a potential return to
Dear Mr. Ruth, confirmed to you what UCG will even-authoritarianism and heavy-handed con-
| received your letter some time back, tually phase in the same type of goverdtct on the part of those in leadership. As
and | must apologize for not respondingment that we left. You referred to a cuteng as there are human beings, there will
sooner. The date of your letter is July 31,tailing of the open door policy and always be a potential for abuse. In the
1995. | do want to thank you for the mate-rejection of input from the local memUCG we are establishing safeguards
rial which you sent me. | found it quite bers. | am not sure who your insidéhrough a board set-up to deal with these
interesting. It truly amazes me to see allsource may be, but | have seen nothiigsues if they arise. Our desire is to serve
the groups that have formed out of theto make me believe that this is going tine people of God and launch a work of
Worldwide/Radio Church of God. happen. We have a clear open door ppkeaching the gospel. It will be up to God
| was pleased to read that you haveicy. We also instruct the ministry to lisas to how successful we will be.
been attending the United Church of Godten to the members either through a Thank you for taking the time to write.
in your area and | hope that my letter canboard set-up or some sort of committdehope this has been helpful.
lay to rest some of the concerns which youset-up. None of this has changed. The Sincerely,
expressed. First of all, there are some misministry has clear responsibilities as Jim Franks
conceptions on your part regarding thedefined in the scriptures. Committee Member
United Church of GodAn International « You stated “UCG is seriously consider- [We are happy to see UCG respond,
Association.Many of your quotes attrib- ing adopting a new form of the Trinitythough it seems a little non-committal. It
uted to the Church were dated in Marchdoctrine for its official explanation ofappears the UCG has yet to come to grips
and April of this year. The United Church the Godhead.” | have no idea where thigith the big question: Does the Eternal
of God, An International Associatiodid  comes from. In virtually every issue ofmnanage and guide his people through a
not come into existence until the first theNew Beginningsewsletter, you will variety of human leaders, or does he only
week of May. Most of your quotes were find statements that completely contravork throughone man or organization?
from the United Church of God in dictthisidea. Our latestissue has an arfine latter idea is tempting to leaders
Brimingham, Alabama. When we went to cle by one of our ministers condemningecause it keeps “their” members coming
Indianapolis it wasn't to become membersthe idea of the trinity that had crept intto them. May the Eternal help all of us to
of the United Church of God. We began anthe WCG. [Crept into the WCG? It wasee. —SN Editor]
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“UCG—Hulme”, continued from page 1
have heard it from your minister as he report-
ed to you the main accomplishments at the
conference. | want to reprint it here for your

“The general conference of elders recog-
nizes the board of directors under the leader-
ship of Jesus Christ to provide direction and
oversight in the affairs of the Church accord-

thoughtful evaluation. ing to its established bylaws, including but
While there was confidence in the not limited to the areas of doctrines, ministe-

overall idea of the formation of UCG, rial duties and responsibilities, the preaching
Mr. Hulme does not mention the biggestf the gospel, and financial management.”
point of debate of both the Indianapolis
and Denver conferences: will local corl!!
gregations be directly responsible to oﬁ]i]
Saviour and Head of the Body or wilP | the board of direct
they be responsible to a central hum@lnso places the board ot directanger
government? Nevertheless, we appre
ate Mr Hulme sharing this joint statez -,
ment and encouraging our “thoughtft{
evaluation.”

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF GOVER-
NANCE—from the board of directors of the
United Church of God, an International
Association.

“We affirm that Jesus Christ is the living
head of the Church, and that He sets apart
some for the service of the ministry. The min-
istry, organized as a conference of elders to
serve the needs of the local membership,

transfer ministers at their discretion.

of the WCG pastor general.

oversight” means) the ministry an
finances. This language obviously give
e board authority to hire, fire and

also gives the board authority to dete.
mine what is acceptable doctrine and
decide what action to take when miniSf-
ters do not comply. While this stateme
is not saying that this government wil
turn out like the last WCG governmen
the board certainly has all of the powe

being led by the Holy Spirit, chooses from
amongst its numbers a governing board of
directors whom God has demonstrated have

The governing board in turn elects a
chairman and appoints a president. Each is
accountable to the board. The chairman

positions.” _the approval of the board. The president
This statement sounds good and fairominates operation managers, subject to

but exactly what does it mean? Did Godhe approval of the board, for the functioning
set apart all of the men in the WCG to besf a home office. The home office is responsi-
ministers? If so, why are about half ofble for the administration of the policies and
them now teaching doctrines opposite ofrocedures established by the board for the

what they were originally taught to dcz:]{]-rt:t;day management and care of the

being an example in the community.”

This paragraph speaks often of
“working together” and that is a very
good thing. However, we find that each
congregation isunder (“guided and
shepherded by”) its pastor (who is
responsible to the headquarters board).

This is the most important sentendeocal boards and advisory committees
n the article. It places the board ofssist” the pastor. There is no account-
rectors under Jesus Christ as theyability to or authority from these

ould be—as everyone should be.

groups.
It is sometimes difficult to believe that

hat is what “provide direction and statements of this kind take hours to com-
d Pose. The above is a carefully crafted state-

ment intended to include, as much as possi-
Snle, a consensus position on this important
aspect of the United Church of God.

Hopefully, this statement is not too
Ic':arefully crafted.” If it is an effort to
H?sguise a top-down government as a

cally autonomous government, then it
is a deception and it is wrong. If the
oard of directors of UCG believe the

ible supports a top-down government,
hen they should be honest (like the
PCG and GCG) and clearly state it.

On the other hand, if this is a sincere
effort to create a government under the
Eternal, we would like to see some pos-
itive principles of law stated rather than
just discussions of who is going to con-
trol what. It would be good to include
basic statements about the qualifica-
tions of those that serve the brethren—
will the procedure of initial selection by
the congregation (Acts 6) be used? How

It

teach? If we admit that these ministers™ . i< ot clear whether one persoWi” poor servants be dealt with? How
were appointed by men and that Gqd,, 114 hoth the office of president arfg@n People be disfellowshipped—uwill
may not have blessed every appointyajrman, If so, this structure could ea&?€ principle of bringing matters “to the

ment, how do we know that only thﬂy become a one-man rule. Day-to-d
“good ones” are with UCG? What ar@perations are left t

o the “home office

urch” in Matt 18:15-18 be used? The
ible contains far more information

the *fruits consistent with senior leadetzhich is run by operations manage@Pout how to live than about which
ship?” Does that mean that we simply,,qinted by the president. There are Rgman is in charge. We should follow
select men that have been senior leadgfies outlined that require a vote of tHiéiat example.

before?ls the “accidental” acceptance poarg except the selection of the presi-

With this statement before you, you can

and teaching of the trinity doctrine a gent and chairman. Since the chairmafioW see that the United Church of God has a
fruit consistent with senior leader- nominates the officers, he can easily®™ of governance which is based on bibli-
ship? How many ‘“little ones” (Mark arrange to place his supporters on théal principles. Do you find evidence in scrip-

pletely gave up on the truth because of e recognize that each local congrega-
these ministers’ false teachings? Did theion is guided and shepherded by a pastor,
original apostles get confused and teachssisted by elders, deacons and others con-
some doctrines of Simon Magus for astituting advisory committees and/or board
while? While we should warmly wel- governed by published rules of association.
come back anyone that has made doctriT-h;":ﬁa' §°"g£e9fz9ns ;”°rk in:cmjun:tion
nal mistakes and wants to change, shoulffs' "¢ 00ard ot directors and the home
not we desire leadership of %en tha ice carrying out the policies and proce-
P Yu

X res that have been established by the
could see the error as it came—and MeRyarg. Local congregations work together

that had the courage to not accept it ifwith the ministry in serving and caring to the
spite of the cost to their personal lives? needs of the Church and its membership and
Page 10

ure for this description of how the Church
will find order and stability through its lead-
ership? Those present in Denver included
board members, regional pastors, wives and
some home-office staff. All felt confident that
the governance statement represents a sig-
nificant clarification of the issue of how the
Church will be taken care of from an adminis-
trative point of view.

We see Biblical principles followed
in some cases and other cases we do
not. However, we would be very inter-
ested in any writing showing the
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“UCG, Hulme”, from previous page
Biblical basis for this type of gover
ment. We realize that this kind of wr
ing takes much time and effort, but
the founding principles of an organiz
tion are not based on the Bible in a W

|

“UCG—Birmingham”, from page 5 thing done here locally which the
‘with an existing one. There wouldHome Office may not approve. There
thave been no reason for the formatia® no reason for any such clandestine
lof another such organization. Anyoneeporting or negative attitudes toward
ewho wants to affiliate with that kind ofthe local leadership whom they think
¢organization should simply join one oéire trying to hide something from the

that the membership can understdringse already existing fellowships. Welome Office. Our position is well

what fruit can we expect from that org
nization?

An initial draft of the Bylaws is now com-
plete. These Bylaws cover governance of the
Church in detail. They also contain a state-
ment on basic doctrine that is much more
complete than the statement we were able to
issue in Indianapolis. The next project in the
legal area will be the formation of Rules of
Association, based of course on the agreed
Bylaws.

While this paragraph may sou
like so much legal terminology, the
documents can be very importa
These documents can set limits on

¢pelieve that any such man made relinown to the Home Office and we
gious organization, set up govern make no pretense about the matter.
the very Body of Christ, is not biblical We feel it is important to those that
nor is it in the best interests of the disrave any such attitude regarding this
ciples of Jesus Christ. And we catéecal administration to understand that
gorically reject, as a matter of princithese efforts only tend to disrupt the
ple and faith, the governmental stru¢tarmony and hinder the free flow of
ture of such organizations. It is a maGod's Holy Spirit. We, as brothers and
ter of conviction and conscience sisters in Christ, simply wish to fel-
(Rom. 14:23pnd is not a judgment olowship in peace among brethren of
Sstand against those who feel or dolike mind. We worship God in Spirit
otherwise. We operate by faith thatnd truth and ifreedom.Christ told

2|Christ is the Head of His Body and hadis disciples that we shall know His

=

powers of boards, presidents, chair

and “ministers” or they can leave lodc@F @ny group of me(Eph. 4:14-16)

holes enabling almost unlimited po
to a single individual. (For example,
the chairman is responsible for callin
meeting to elect a new president,
the president is responsible for callin
meeting to elect a new chairman,
one person can have both offices, o
in power, the president/chairman
forever avoid calling an election
replace himself.) While these legal d
uments are often difficult to follo
they do state the fundamental princi
whereby an organization will opera
The conditions required to change
bylaws are important. Sometimes t
cannot be changed at all. Other ti

only a majority vote of the board |

required.
The rest of David Hulme’s articl

went on to describe a new magazr

being produced by UCGGood New
(the name is in the public domain, s

eral organizations use it). This mag:

zine is intended to be 40-48 page
length and contain a number of ch
lenging Bible-based articles. T
Servants’ Newsvould like to congratu
late UCG on this effort to give spiritu
meat to many that have been misg
out on it for so long.

It is our prayer that the UCG wi

never delegated His position to a mdruth and it shall make ugee (John
8:32).

¢ However, this does not preclude Those who don’t wish to worship
ithe probability that there are many oh this way or oppose this kind of wor-
our brethren who fellowship withship should be reminded that everyone
ithese organizations and we will coris here voluntarily. No one is coerced
tinue to peacefully fellowship withinto this fellowship. If one does not
rthem, if they so desire. agree with this form of worship, then
We have recently come to see thie best thing for that person would
ca few are under the impression that vegmply be to leave.

(are now or soon will be under the gov- If anyone continues to display
ternance of the United Church of Goapen disagreement and hostility, or if
»An International Association This is one continues to secretly try to con-
not so. vince others against this form of wor-
€ We also realize that there are sonskip, then that person will be asked to
'who demand that we conduct oueave.

€affairs here locally to suit their belief The purpose of this communiqué
‘in a hierarchical system of governancghould not be received as our desire
‘which places ministers in ranks oior anyone to leave our fellowship.
position over other ministers and laye are only asking those who will not
members. They feel that we shoulekpent of this negative activity to
yield to their demands regarding oudeave. Our sincere hope is that every-
.affiliation even to the point of spreadene who has been involved in these
,ing misrepresentations for the purposetivities repent and remain in our fel-
of destroying our new found freedorfowship even if they don’ttotally

in Jesus Christ and what is being doagree with us. Everyone who will
in the United Church of God— peacefully remain in our fellowship is
Birmingham. We make no demandsvelcomed and encouraged to do so.
bon anyone’s fellowship with us and May God bless you and give you
iwe do not feel obligated to yield tdhe courage to make the right decision.
any demands made upon the leader- May His grace and peace be with
Iship of the local congregation and coyou.

focus on the task for teaching truth g
serving the brethren and realize th
they are doing our Father’s Work,
will supply their needs (Phil 4:9).

—Norman S. Edwardgfeel that it is their duty to report any-

Sept-Oct 1995

rporation.

We also understand that some hale Jesus’ Name,
even resorted to the role of “keepingnited Church of God—Birmingham,
an eye on things” for Home Office and Alabama, tel: 205-822-8524
fax: 205-822-8529
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“CGl—Dart”, continued from page 1  eration. He called them together, and He said
little instruction in the New Testament this: “Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles
about government. We also find that theexercise dominion over them, and they that
ten commandments and many of thére great exercise authority upon them”

other essential laws of the Old Testamen‘f\:Ialtt 20:25). A ‘.’t?lrtica"{ structured sy;t]em
: ~of governance with people exercising author-
were not repeated in the New. Why'ity downward, Jesus said, is a Gentile sys-

Because those things were being suGgy,

cessfully taught to the people every \hjle this scripture does not s

gates], which the &rD your God gives
you, according to your tribes, and they
shall judge the people with just judg-
ment” (Deut 16:18). Who was responsi-
ble for appointing these judges and offi-
cers? Certainly the same people
referred to two verses previously—the
ajxeople instructed to give offerings

Sabbath (Acts 15:21). Perhaps we do nglything about “vertically structuredthree times a year.”

find much government instructionsystems.” it does show that we should When using this as an example for
because the Synagogue government wj t strive to “exercise authority” over f:hur(?h government, it is a critical mistake'to
which they were familiar was fairly closgythers—to tell them “you must do identify the human leader of a church with
to Wha.t the Etel’na| ha.d glven Moses. Tmﬁ]atever | Say.” The System of Judglng Moses. Moses is a type of ChnSt’ not of any

Synagogue system allowed the Messighyt the Eternal gave his people wa

and his followers to travel around andesigned for the people to

human leader of the church. To attempt the
Fole of Moses in the church is to usurp the

l0OK authority of Christ. He is the only head of the

traveling to the congregations of a hieraghey had a conflict (Ex 18:16, 22:9,

chical organization to teach a new truthhjet 1:16, 16:18, 19:17, 25:1).

Synagogues were controlled locally and  Haying said this, Jesus went on to give
their leaders were selected locally. If theythem His definitive statement about gover-
became corrupt or taught heresy, theyiance: “But it shall not be so among you: but
could be put on trial by the Jerusalemwhosoever will be great among you, let him
leaders, but they were not administrativebe your minister; And whosoever will be chief
ly controlled from “headquarters.” Two among you, let him be your servant:' Eyen as
of the leaders of synagogues, Crispus a e Son of man came not to be ministered

Sosthenes. became members (Actgnto, but to minister, and to give his life a ran-
! Som for many.” The apostles were to look, not
18:8,17, 1Cor 1:1).

When we understand this, we have
grasped the first principle of New Testament
church government. Jesus retained the real
power to himself (Matt 28:18), and diffused
power among the men who led the church.

By the time anyone wrote anything that is
now “New Testament,” what there was of
church government was already in existence.
The New Testament writers took it for grant-
ed, and went on to more important subjects.
The result is that we are left to gather what
we know about church government from

As important as church government is to
us, one would think the New Testament
would lay it out clearly. It does not. If it did,
you would not be reading this. We could just
publish “Paul’s instructions to the Romans on
how to govern their church,” or better yet,
“Jesus’ instruction to the apostles on how to
rule the church.” But Jesus never told them
any such thing. In fact, He never told the dis-
ciples who would be in charge—probably
because he intended to remain in charge
Himself.

downward in dominion, but outward in ser-
vice.

Now | know that many think that a pyra-
mid style of government is Biblical and God
ordained. The truth is that it was first recom-
mended by Jethro, Moses father-in-law, as a
solution to a problem (Ex 18:13 ff.). God
seems to have neither condemned nor
endorsed Jethro’s solution. But God’s solu-
tion to the same sort of problem was seventy
elders of equal status, empowered by the
spirit (Num 11:11 ff.). Perhaps the most sig-
nificant difference between the two struc-

The Messiah may have talked 1Oy esisthat, in the one, power is focused ver-
them about organization, but none Ofiically to the top, while in the other power is
the gospel writers were inspired to put itgiffused horizontally.
down. He did say he would stay in Seventy elders were the basis of thenough: “Feed my sheep.” | suppose he

charge! (Col 1:18.)

There is very little direct instruction from
Jesus on church government, but it would be
wrong to say there is none. There are at least
two very important statements. The first
turns out to be a caution of what we should
not do rather than what we should do.

It seems the disciples had one set of
expectations about authority and Jesus had
another. They were thinking of an immediate
kingdom with Christ ruling on a throne. They
had no idea of the circumstances that would
prevail for the church during the remainer of
their lives. At that moment, they did not even
have a clear idea of what the church would
be like. Jesus did.

What Jesus Christ
said about authority

What Jesus told them about authority
among themselves deserves careful consid-
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fragments and inferences. One of the first
things we learn is that ministerial offices
evolved. In the beginning there were apos-
tles. With the growth of the Jerusalem
churches, the needs grew faster than the
ministry. They were meeting the needs on an
ad hoc basis, with all the attendant inefficien-
cy, inequity and frustration (Acts 6:1ff).
No divine revelation
regarding government

What is important here is what did not
happen. There was no dream, no vision, and
no instructions from Jesus about how to plan,
appoint deacons, organize the church or dis-
tribute aid. His instructions were simple

Israel national government for manythought the twelve were smart enough to fig-
years—we know it as the Sanhedrinure out a few things for themselves. They
These men were not each “over” a sepWere, but only when the need forced them to
arate area of the country, but workechink aboutit.

. . | do not mean to belittle the role of the
together to guide the nation. They madq_m'y Spirit in leading the apostles, but the

many decisions by voting. While this is gyirit did not anticipate the problem for them.

the governing body that condemned thevhen the problem surfaced, they called the
Messiah to death, it is important to real-multitude of disciples together and made

ize that the Sanhedrin at that time contheir case, not from divine revelation, but
sisted largely of men chosen by Herodrom reason. They instructed the “multitude
the Great for their loyalty to him, not of disciples” to select seven men whom they

for their righteousness or knowledge ofMight appoint over “this business.” What
the Scriptures. process they used we are not told, but it had

In addition to this national council to involve the exchange of information and

. ' recommendations, and some sort of decision
the Eternal gave the people local Judgeﬁ\aking process. Did they vote? They may not

and officers“to handle problems amongaye called it that, but by head nodding, hand
neighbors. “You shall appoint judges raising, winking, or ayes and nays, the people
and officers in all your gates [cities hadchose seven men. And when the people
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decide something, it is (are you ready for
this?) a democracy of some sort.

The King James translators selectivelyand there is no authority but His.
translated one Greek wordiakonosas

Second, He gave them their “mission

Democracy is probably a poor termservant” in some places (its real meanstatement,” their corporate goals and objec-
because of one major differencgng), as “minister” in other places and asiives- This is what they were to be doing with

democracy does not recognize a pegteacon” in other places.

all their resources: Making disciples, baptiz-

fect, divine King. In democracy, the The concept of “ordination” is large- ™9 them. and teaching them.

people determine what is good ang created by the translators. What is the,

what is bad, and elect leaders to implesreek word for “ordain

Third, He made it clear that He needed
vicars: “And lo, | am with you alway, even

"? There isN't ynto the end of the world.” Christ would

ment those ideas. The Bible teaches thife! There are 13 words that are usuakemain in charge of the church, and not nec-
the Eternal is our King and He detely translated something else, but theessarily through the twelve. He called and
mines what is good and bad. When heJv translators wrote “ordain” in a few commissioned Saul of Tarsus without con-
gives us areas to make decisions, Bgrefully chosen places. While thesulting any of them.
expects us to do the best we can wiltriptures certainly do support the “lay- Yes, He used Ananias to instruct
what he has given us (Luke 12:47-48)ing on of hands” when someone is ch&aul and did not even so much as tell
We do find other cases in the Newen for a special purpose, you canndte Apostles that He was appointing
Testament where decisions were maglfid a scripture that calls this an ording&nother apostle—they were all afraid of
by a group (Acts 15:22, 15:40; 16:1-3ion or requires laying on of hands foPaul when he came to Jerusalem (Acts.
16:4, 18:27, 2Cor 8:9, Phlp 1:14, etc.hne to to become a “servant” or “minis?:10-19). While Paul had “preached
While we do not have an undisputegr.” These ideas have been brought desus” in the synagogue for a few times
report of how these group decisiongs through traditional Catholic andight after his conversion, there is noth-
were made, the Greek vegheirotoneo, protestant theology. This history i#1g mentioned about any fruit being
which literally means “stretching forthexp|ained in detail inHow Does the born by him at this time. Today, most

the hand” is used in two places (Actsternal Govern through Humans?

14:23 and 2Cor 8:19). Most Greek dic- |t is important to note that prophets are
tionaries agree that this word meant “tdisted second in both lists of spiritual gifts or
vote by raising hands” a few hundred“offices.” Can a congregation vote to decide
years B.C., but some will claim its which of them will be a prophet? Can an
meaning changed to “appoint” when theauthority figure in the church decide which of
New Testament was written—this is theus Will see the future? Can a board of minis-
meaning that most translators useters meet and appoint one of their number as
Nevertheless, it seems inconceivabléhe resident prophet? Or is.a.ma" or woman
that the writer of Acts would use a word madetipro”phetwhen the spirit of God moves
that Iijtgrally_means “stretching forth the upor}heerlri\s.ts of spiritual gifts are indeed
hand” if voting were conSIdered_ & SIN. ranked, perhaps in order of importance, per-
For more information on this, write for haps in the order the gifts were bestowed
our article How Does the Eternal upon individuals. What they do not represent
Govern through Humans? is a hierarchy of authority. If this is the divine-

But there were some decisions the peo-
ple could not make. Much of the work to be
done depended on the gifts of the Spirit, and
God decided how those would be distributed.

The apostles made the first division of
labor in appointing deacons. They designat-
ed a ministry of the word and a ministry of
service. The other divisions God made as he
gave this gift to one man, and that gift to
another woman. The “offices” of 1 Corin-
thians 12 and Ephesians 4 were created and
grew out of the distribution of spiritual gifts.
Consequently, Paul can say “And God has set
some in the church...”

ly ordained structure of church government,
| can tell you whatiitis not. It is not a structure
of Apostle, Evangelist, Pastor, Preaching
Elder, Local Elder, and Local Church Elder. It
is not a structure of authority where each
person on the ladder owes deference to
everyone above him on the ladder. To what-
ever extentitis a structure, itis a structure of
service.

In the Catholic church, the Pope is the
Vicar of Christ which means he is to function
“in the place of Christ when He should be
gone.” By definition, a vicar is one authorized
to perform the functions of another. The error

Mr. Dart is quite correct in noting that is in the presumption that Christ would be
spiritual gifts are from Heaven, not from gone.
the “church government.” If we study to Another statement from

get past some of the mistakes of the Kinglesus Christ
James Bible translators, the truth of theC

. . om
Greek scriptures is much less compart
mentalized than most of us thought. Doe

When Jesus gave “the Great
mission” to his disciples, he made His

second great statement on church govern-

Thent (Mat 28:18-20). It is in three parts. First

the original Greek support offices of dea-He proclaims, “All power is given unto me in
cons and ministers? Absolutely not!heaven and in earth.” Whatever authority
There are not separate words for themthere is in the church rests in Jesus Christ
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hierarchical groups will not recognize
teachers that they did not “ordain”
unless those teachers show great “fruit”
immediately. Should Peter have said,
“God only works through me,” and not
let any members listen to Paul?

The idea that God works “through” this
church leader or that apostle should be
viewed with suspicion. If God can work
“through” Balaam’s donkey, then | suppose
He can work through one of us. But when that
one becomes an exclusive channel of God’s
government, God’s grace, access to God, or
any such, we have created a new vicar of
Christ. We have put an ordinary man in the
place of Christ. Itis idolatry.

Church government is not a major con-
cernin the New Testament. What is important
is the sovereignty of Jesus in the life of each
of us. Jesus Christ is your Lord; the ministry

is your servant. ]
A well-stated conclusion. There are

those who have said the most important
command of the Bible is “obey the gov-
ernment.” When our Savior asked about